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Latvia consists of fertile lowland plains and moderate 
hills, with most of its territory situated around 100m 
above sea level. The country has vast forested areas, 
an extensive network of rivers, thousands of lakes, and 
hundreds of kilometers of seashore, lined with pine 
forests, dunes, and white sandy beaches. The coun-
try’s strategic location between Scandinavia and Rus-
sia has made it an international crossroad for trade, 
commerce, and cultural exchange since ancient times. 

Latvia
in Brief

The Republic of Latvia was founded 
in 1918 on the coast of the Baltic 
Sea, in a territory that has been 
home to the Latvian language and 
culture for thousands of years.

Republic of Latvia  
Latvijas Republika

COUNTRY CODE:  LV 
CALLING CODE: +371
INTERNET TLD: .LV (.EU) 
TIME ZONE:
EET (UTC/GME +2)
WEIGHTS AND 
MEASURES: METRIC
EU: SINCE 2004
EUROZONE: SINCE 2014
NATIONAL DAY: 
NOVEMBER 18.

Size: 64.6 km2, 
5 times smaller than Germany 
and twice as big as Belgium

Forest area of total land:
44.8% Latvia
11.76% United Kingdom

Highest point Gaiziņkalns, 
312 metres, 12 metres higher 
than the Eiffel tower.

Largest lake Lubāns, 
80.7 sq.km, the size of 
Strasbourg city (78.26 km2)
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ART
Ilmārs Blumbergs (1943), Inta Ruka (1958), Jānis Avotiņš 
(1981), Andris Eglītis (1981), Kristaps Ģelzis (1962), 
Katrīna Neiburga (1978) are some of the most visible 
artists on the Latvian contemporary art scene. Inter-
nationally renowned Mark Rothko (1903-1970), Gustavs 
Klucis (1895-1938) were born in Latvia.

LITERATURE 
Inga Ābele (1972), Nora Ikstena (1969), Kārlis Vērdiņš
(1979), Inese Zandere (1958) are just a few contempo-
rary Latvian talents whose works have been translated
into English, French, Czech and other languages. 

MUSIC 
Ēriks Ešenvalds (1977), Pēteris Vasks (1946) are out-
standing Latvian composers. Mariss Jansons (1943) and 
Andris Nelsons (1978) are two of the most celebrated 
conductors on the global stage. 

FILM
Jānis Nords (1983) has gained international recognition 
with his film “Mother, I love you”. Film director Laila 
Pakalniņa (1962) has made a name for herself on the 
European film landscape with her unique style.

THEATRE
Alvis Hermanis (1965) is one of the leading theatre di-
rectors in Europe. Vladislavs Nastavševs (1978), Valters 

Distinguished Individuals

Olympic BMX champion Māris Štrombergs

Sīlis (1985) are two of the most promising young Lat-
vian directors. 

SPORTS
Māris Štrombergs, double Olympic champion and the 
first ever winner of Olympic BMX, is currently one of 
the most popular athletes in Latvia. Meanwhile, ten-
nis player Ernests Gulbis has recently become the first 
Latvian to be ranked among the Top 10 best tennis 
players in the world. 
In recent years, beach volleyball has become explo-
sively popular in Latvia. And no wonder, since Jānis 
Šmēdiņš and Mārtiņš Pļaviņš won Latvia’s first medal in 
beach volleyball at the 2012 Summer Olympics in  Lon-
don, bringing home bronze. Not to forget that Latvia 
has been historically a country of winter sports: skel-
eton race, luge, ice hockey are still the most popular 
ones.
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Latvians: 61.14%

Russians: 26.21%

Belarusians: 3.47%

Ukrainians: 2.29%

Poles: 2.2%

Lithuanians: 1.27%

Jews: 0.28%

Roma: 0.29%

Germans: 0.14%

Tatars: 0.11%

Armenians: 0.1%

Estonians: 0.1%

Others: 2.4%

Ethnicities
% of all Lavian population

Latvian Exports by Country
Lithuania 16%

Estonia 13%

Russia 11%

Germany 8%

Poland 6%

Sweden 5%

Denmark 4%

UK 3%

Netherlands 3%

Finland 3%

Norway 3%

Other countries 25%

Latvians

Urban: 67.5% Rural: 32.5%

1 995 600

Data: 2014, CSB

Data: 2013, CSB

Data: 2012, CSB

Rīga
Latvia’s political, economic, and cultural center is Rīga, 
where more than one third of Latvia’s population lives 
and works. Rīga is listed by UNESCO as one of the 
world’s most important cultural and architectural sites. It 
has hosted a NATO summit, a a World Ice Hockey Cham-
pionship, the Eurovision Song Contest, and many other 
large-scale international events. In 2014, Rīga was the 
European Capital of Culture. And in the first half of 2015, 
Rīga hosts the Latvian presidency of the Council of the 
European Union. Rīga International Airport is one of the 
fastest-growing travel hubs in Europe and provides di-
rect flights to 83 destinations.

Government
Latvia is a democratic, parliamentary republic. Leg-
islative power lies in the hands of a single chamber, 
the Saeima, which has 100 deputies. Parliamentary 
elections are held every 4 years. Latvia’s head of 
state, the President, is elected by the Saeima for a 
period of 4 years. There is universal suffrage for Latvian 
citizens over the age of 18.

Language
Latvian language belongs to the Balt group of the Indo-
European family of languages. Its only linguistic relative 
is Lithuanian, considered to be among the oldest and 
least changed of all living Indo-European languages. 
It is estimated that 1.5 million people worldwide use 
Latvian as their primary language. English and Russian 
are widely spoken throughout Latvia, while German, 
French, and the Scandinavian languages are also fre-
quently heard. 

Foreign Policy
In 2004, Latvia joined the European Union and NATO. It 
also became a member of the Eurozone in 2014, and 
is in accession talks with the Organization of Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD). Active partici-
pation in international organizations has been crucial in 
shaping the foreign policy of Latvia both in a global and 
regional context. Latvia is a strong advocate for the EU 
Eastern Partnership policy and establishing stronger 
links with the Central Asian countries. Within the EU, 
Latvia’s activities are also targeting the EU-US dialogue, 
EU enlargement and EU-Russia relations. Latvia is ac-
tive in development cooperation, providing support 
in economic and administrative reforms, civil society, 
education and the social sector.

Education
Traditionally, Latvia has had one of the highest ratios 
of students per capita in the world. In 2013, 27% of 
Latvia’s population had higher education which is more 
than the EU average. The state guarantees free prima-
ry and secondary school education and offers scholar-
ships for higher education. Latvia finances ethnic mi-
nority schools, where classes are taught in Belarusian, 
Estonian, Hebrew, Lithuanian, Polish, Roma, Russian, 
and Ukrainian.

Religion
Latvia is a secular state. The main religious denomi-
nations are Evangelic Lutheran, Roman Catholic, and 
Russian Orthodox, yet there is a strong ecumenical 
tradition. 

Economy
Latvia is a small, open economy. Due to its geographi-
cal location, transport services are highly developed, 
along with machinery manufacturing and high-tech in-
dustries, as well as timber and wood processing, agri-
culture and food products. The majority of companies, 
banks, and real estate have been privatized, although 
the state still holds sizable stakes in several large en-
terprises, including forests – an invaluable resource for 
Latvia. The largest ports – Rīga, Ventspils, and Liepāja 
are ice-free and service a wide range of global shipping 
needs. After overcoming a severe recession in 2008-
2009, Latvian GDP grew again, putting Latvia among 
the fastest-growing economies in the EU. Latvia intro-
duced the Euro in 2014. 

Nature
With over 48 percent of its territory covered by forests, 
a vast network of free-flowing rivers and thousands of 
lakes, Latvia is one of Europe’s best-preserved havens 
for a wide variety of wildlife. Over 27 thousand species 
of flora and fauna thrive in natural settings that are still 
relatively undisturbed by man. Many rarities, such as the 
black stork and lesser spotted eagle, make their homes 
in Latvia’s mixed forests, marshes, and meadows. 

Climate
Latvia’s weather features a temperate maritime cli-
mate, with mild summers, moderate winters, and high 
levels of humidity and precipitation.
Summer: June – August +13°C +19°C, average precipi-
tation 195 mm. 
Winter: December – February -7°C  0°C, average pre-
cipitation: 116 mm.


